INTERNATIONAL STUDENT RETURN
TO CAMPUS 7/9/2020
We are very pleased to have international students at Barton College, and we want all international students to
return to campus if they can do so safely. Even more, though, we want students and their families to make good
decisions for the health and education of the student. Those decisions are shaped by many factors. For this reason,
our approach to the return to campus is differentiated to respect a variety of different circumstances.
If you are an international student who:
•		Is already in the United States, then please report to campus at your normal return-to-campus date.
• Is an initial status student (a student enrolling in college in the US for the first time) who lacks a student
			visa to study in the United States, then please notify us. As many embassies remain closed, we can help
			advise you on your decision about whether to try to attend classes in the fall if you are able to make an 		
			embassy appointment, or whether to defer your program start date to the spring 2021 semester.
•		Has a current student visa and F-1 for Barton College, but is in a country with travel restrictions to the
			United States, then please notify us. We can help advise you on your decision about whether to try to
			attend classes in the fall, or whether to return in the spring 2021 semester.
•		Has permission to study in the US, and is in a country where you can travel to the United States, then
			we request that you report to campus on August 3rd, two weeks before the semester begins. We will
			house you on campus for a small daily cost and help you monitor your health prior to the start of the 		
			semester. If you are unable to arrive on the 3rd, please contact us.
• 		Has a student visa to study at another university in the US and intends to transfer to Barton College
			for the fall semester, and you are currently in the US, please let us know so we may work with you for
			transfer of record.
Regardless of your status, we want to make sure that you understand the following:
• 		Your health insurance will likely not cover the cost of COVID-related health care in the United States. 		
(This includes care available through on-campus student health services)
• 		If you are a student athlete, your athletic season could change due to the coronavirus pandemic. If there
			is a change in your competitive season Barton College athletics would continue to provide coaching, 			
			training, and care daily as allowed by government, state, NCAA, Conference Carolinas, and institutional 		
			mandates.
•		Government policies in the US or in your home country might affect these policies or your decisions
			about the coming academic year.
• 		We expect you to embrace the college’s health, safety, and learning protocols, and to do everything you
			can to help others learn and remain healthy while at Barton.

The Centers for Disease Control provides very helpful information for travelers. Please consult this site for
up-to-date guidance: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-in-the-us.html
The Student and Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP) and United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) are working together in conjunction with the Department of Homeland Security for responding to
COVID-19. Please visit https://www.ice.gov/coronavirus for updated information regarding student immigration
status. The frequently asked questions page for fall guidance can be found at https://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/
sevisFall2020_FAQ.pdf.
Please also continue to visit the Barton College website, for updates about the college’s operations.
If you have more questions, we encourage you to contact Jacqueline Fischer, Director of Transition and Student
Athlete Programs at jefischer@barton.edu or 252.399.6380 or Britney Woodhull-Smith, Assistant Athletic
Director of Compliance at bewoodhullsmith@barton.edu or 252.399.6485.

